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FOREWORD 


The Missouri River and tributaries included in this report are the 
last streams in the state to be classified. These classifications were 
adopted by the Water Pollution Council on May 2, 1961 following a public 
hearing in Great Falls on December 6, 1960. From a public health stand- 


- point, these classifications adopted by the Water Pollution Council 


were approved on May 27, 1961 by the State Board of Health. Progress 
Report 60-1, dated November 29, 1960, a staff report to the Water 
Pollution Council on a study of the Missouri River and its proposed 
classification, was the basis for holding the public hearing and the 
Council meeting in Great Falls on December 6, 1960. 


The Yellowstone and Little Missouri River Drainage Areas (tribu- 
taries of the Missouri River) were classified by the Water Pollution 
Council on September 2, 1958, following a hearing held in Billings on 
June 10, 1958. West of the Continental Divide, the classifications 
of the Columbia River Drainage Basin streams in Montana were adopted 
on December 2, 1958. Hearings at Missoula on September 3, 1958 and 
Kalispell on September 4, 1958 preceded these classifications. 


The adopted classifications for the Missouri River Drainage Area 
differs from the proposed classifications presented at the hearing in 
Great Falls in that the Big Hole River (Butte water supply), Hyalite 
and Bozeman Creeks above the City of Bozeman water supply intakes, Ten 
Mile Creek above the City of Helena water supply intake near Rimini, 
and McClellan Creek (East Helena water supply) were classified A, C, D, 
and E. The proposed classifications were B, C, D, and E. Even though 
these streams may be somewhat turbid for a period during spring run-off, 
they are clear mountain streams during the major part of the year. 

The adopted classification is consistent with their present use. 


Prickly Pear Creek above the confluence of the City of Helena 
sewage treatment plant effluent ditch was classified as B, C, D, and E. 
Below the confluence to Lake Helena the classification is E. The E 
section of the stream contains no flow except sewage treatment plant 
effluent during part of the irrigation season. Lake Helena to the 
Missouri River was classified as C, D, and E. The proposed classifi- 
cation for Prickly Pear Creek was C, D, and E except for some tributaries 
which were B, C, D, and E. 


One item brought out at the classification hearing in Great Falls 
on December 6, 1960 may need further clarification. The intent of the 
classification is not to restrict the use of a water taken from a stream 
by a person, municipality or corporation, but to place restrictions on 
the wastes that can be returned to the stream to insure that the classi- 
fication standards are met in accordance with the streams' most bene- 
ficial uses. 


4 
G. D. Carly Thompson, J.D. 
Executive Officer 

Montana State Board of Health 


June 14, 1961 
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